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Seventy years ago, a 27-year-old
mathematician called Alan Turing
arrived at Bletchley Park, 86 kilometers
north of London and headquarters of
the British cryptography operation, to
help break the Nazis' secret codes.

During his studies at the University of
Cambridge and at the Institute for Advanced Study,
Princeton, Turing had laid the foundations for
computer science by imagining a machine that
would be capable of any form of computation.

At Bletchley, however, he was instrumental in
breaking the Enigma code, among others, and
helping to shorten the Second World War. After the
war, he worked on artificial intelligence and created
the Turing test, designed to show if a machine can
think in any meaningful way.

But being homosexual, Turing fell victim to a toxic
combination of prejudice and science. In 1952, after
being convicted of gross indecency, he was given
the choice of prison or estrogen injections to "cure"
his homosexuality. He chose the latter. Prior to his
"chemical castration", he used to be a great athlete,
but with the estrogen shots he gained too much
weight and lost his physical fitness, went into a
depression, lost his security clearance, and in 1954
committed suicide, biting into an apple dipped in
potassium cyanide.

Rumors say that since he was such a

great mathematician, possibly the best

the UK ever had, as well as a big name

in computers, the Apple Company

actually chose the name and logo (a

bitten apple - Turing's "cyanide apple")

in his honor. It has also been said that

Apple's logo had the rainbow colors to

remember Turing's homosexuality, however this
theory has not been confirmed and seems unlikely.
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